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REBUILDING BUTTE
Behind the Scenes 

with Filmmaker Amanda Lipp

REBUILDING BUTTE is a short documentary 
that follows a heartfelt tiny home building 
project in response to the deadliest fire in 
California history in 2018 – The Camp Fire – 
that destroyed Paradise and surrounding Butte 
County communities. This story follows Alyssa 
Nolan-Cain, a local resident and mother of four 
who founded Tiny Homes for Fire Survivors 
and learned how to build by watching YouTube 
videos. 
  
When filmmaker Amanda Lipp first heard about 
the tiny home building project, she signed up to 
volunteer as a builder. “I originally did not set 
out to make a film; I just wanted to help build 
tiny homes,” Lipp said when interviewed 
recently. But after talking with Alyssa, she was 
overwhelmed with inspiration and knew she 
had to tell the story. There were over 400 
families on the waitlist, and the tiny homes are 
bu i l t f rom recyc led camping t r a i l e r 
frames. Alyssa and Amanda instantly bonded 
over the i r shared pass ion for socia l 
entrepreneurship. “I really admire Alyssa, and 
the fact that people who lost homes themselves 
were out there building for others – the whole 
project was a ripple effect of paying-it-
forward”, Lipp said. She also knew that 
leveraging her filmmaking skills would be the 
best way to elevate the project and bring in 
more volunteers and funds.  So, on her first visit 
to the build site in August 2019, Lipp brought 
her equipment and captured a tiny home reveal 
followed by an interview with the Mayor of 

Oroville. “At the time I didn’t quite know it, but 
this moment kickstarted a two-year journey and 
my biggest film project yet”. This is where 
Lipp’s journey began...sort of. 

Amanda started filming as a young kid with her 
parent’s old camcorder, telling her parents that 
she wanted to be an “animal filmer” when she 
grew up. She then got more into it while she 
was studying Human Development at UC Davis 
in 2014. This was before the era of YouTube 
learning took off, so she learned DIY-style. 
Then Lipp got accepted into a filmmaking 
program at Trinity University in Dublin, 
Ireland, with the goal of making a short film 
about global mental health. “I’m fascinated with 
trauma and how people deal with adversity…
my goal as a filmmaker is to tackle tough topics 
in a hopeful and uplifting tone”, Lipp said. 
Since she graduated, Lipp has worked with top 
mental health organizations around the U.S. 
producing short films and consulting. She will 
also be embarking on the tiny lifestyle herself. 
She is currently building a van in Lake Tahoe 
and plans to live and work in it as much as 
possible. “My goal with the van is to simplify 
my life and get out in nature more. Making 
ReBuilding Butte was a big inspiration and 
seeing how Alyssa learned how to build with no 
prior experience”. 

Back to ReBuilding Butte … after a year of 
gathering stories and footage, Lipp and her 
crew raised $18,000 from donors worldwide 



(via Seed & Spark) to help realize the film’s 
completion. “We had a rough storyboard 
initially, but it was an organic process capturing 
footage throughout the year; I honestly wasn’t 
sure if it would piece together in the end”. The 
film was accepted to multiple festivals and is 
currently on tour with the iconic Wild and 
Scenic Film Festival, which takes the festival to 
over 180 events globally each year to raise 
funds for grassroots environmental causes. “My 
main goal with the film is to start a movement 
about tiny home stories in the context of how 

they can help different demographics and adverse  
situations,” Lipp said.  

ReBuilding Butte truly captures the essence of tiny 
homes as being a “tiny but mighty” solution to 
disaster relief, community recovery, and the power 
of DIY efforts. Alyssa Nolan-Cain continues to 
build tiny homes as the founder of Tiny Pine 
Foundation and has scaled to other states as well. 
“This film is dedicated to the local community of 
Butte, California, and to all those who have 
experienced loss from fire”, Lipp said. 
	



For a limited time you can watch REBUILDING BUTTE on YouTube. 
Click on the image above to be taken directly to the film.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHQH2uz-Reg
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